
Em‘feg 



C

A2a-i

211.,_,021_i 4.

dee-e-7

(

•



=-7

&)-4,

•-&

.-‘
t(tL6L 1.

-titjr W.Z.

(

9-- /

ic I

c4at 6 7-

•



19

CONVENTION CIRCULARS.

CALLING THE CONVENTION.
OFFICE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS,
23D STREET AND 4TH AVENUE, NEW Yonic CITY, March 1, 1887.

To the Young 3fen's Christian Associations of the United States and British Provinces:
The Twenty.seventh International Convention of the American Associations will be held

in San Francisco, Cal., May 11-15, 1887.
All Young Men's Christian Associations, entitled under the Rules of the Convention to

representation (see note appended hereto), are earnestly requested to send delegates.
T.—The meeting for organi7ation will he held at 10 A. M., Wednesday, May 11th.
Reduced railroad fares for delegates are now being arranged for and will be duly announced

through the Transportation Circular, which will be issued by the Committee as soon as
possible.
Every delegate should be provided with one of the Credentials mailed with this circular to

the secretary of each Association, for presentation to the Credential Committee, which will
be in attendance at the Association Building in San Francisco, beginning with the day
before the Convention opens, and will give each delegate, in exchange for his credential, a
certificate entitling him to entertainment and to admission to the floor of the Convention,
where none but delegates thus accredited will be admitted until after the organization is
completed.
A circular will shortly be issued by the San Francisco Association, embracing matters of

detail within its province, including the reception and entertainment of delegates.
II.—The following topics are suggested for discussion at the Convention:

1. Is the Bible adapted to the young men of to day, and if so, how?
2. State work: What it has been, what it is, and what it should be.
3. The lay element in our Associations; its place and power.
4. The secretarial element in our Associations; its place and power.
5. The Young Men's Christian Association in its relation to railroad employes.
6. The province and best methods of work for boys in the Young Men's Christian

Association.
7. The Association gymnasium; its place and usefulness in our work.
8. The College Young Men's Christian Association; its opportunity and how may it

be improved.
9. Work for young men exclusively the work of the Young Men's Christian Associ-

ation.
10. The German Department of the Young Men's Christian Association: its sphere

and usefulness.
it Spiritual work for young men the controlling and crowning work of the Associ-

ations.
12. The work of the Young Men's Christian Association; the relation of the building

to its effective prosecution, and the relation of the whole community to the
work and to the building.

There will be a meeting on the afternoon of Sunday, May 15, for a special presentation of
the gospel to unconverted young men.

INTERNATIONAL WORK.—Following the instructions of the Atlanta Convention
the Committee has prosecuted the work, through its secretaries, by correspondence, per-
sonal visitation, the circulation of documents, and by cooperation with State and Provincial
Committees. The progress which has been made in the various sections of the continent in
all departments of the work, is very gratifying. A detailed account of this growth will be
given in the biennial report of the Committee which will be submitted to the Convention.
The cost of the work intrusted to the Committee was, for 1883, $31,795.38, and for 1886,

$37,819.90.
Each Association is requested to instruct its delegates how much per year it will sub-

scribe for 1887 and 1888.
To meet the extra expense which will be incurred by holding the Convention in San

Francisco, special additional help is needed by the Committee, and the friends of this work
are earnestly solicited to aid the Committee to secure the funds needed to make our first
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Convention on the Pacific Coast a means of blessing t
o the multitudes of yuung men in that

growing section of the country.

IV.—The official report of the proceedings of the Con
vention will be published in pamphlet

form as soon thereafter as possible. The price of this
 pamphlet, which will include the

Year Book, with the usual tabulated reports of th
e Associations in America, lists of foreign

Associations, table of Association Buildings, lists of 
State Committees, International and

State Conventions, Local, State and International Secr
etaries, &c., will be 75 cents per copy,

8 copies for $5, or 18 copies for $10. Associations are requested to notify the Committ
ee how

many copies they desire to subscribe for.

The Committee earnestly hopes that the friends 
of our work for young men everywhere

will unite in fervent prayer for the manifest p
resence of the Holy Spirit at the San Fran-

cisco Convention, and would suggest that thi
s gathering be presented for special prayer

to the Association meetings on the two Sund
ays preceding the Convention, May 1 and 8.

Fraternally yours,

CEPHAS BRAINERD, Chairman, N. Y. City. 
H. KIRKE PORTER, Pittsburgh, Pa.

BENJAMIN C. WETMORE, Treasurer," 
H. THANE MILLER, Cincinnati, Ohio.

RICHARD M. COLGATE, 
JACOB B. PERKINS, Cleveland, 0.

CLEVELAND H. DODGE, 
41 THOMAS C. DAY, Indianapolis, Ind.

WALTER HUGHSON, 
t JAMES L. HOUGHTELING, Chicago, HI.I 

ROBERT R. MCBURNEY, 
16 C. H. McCoRmicK, Chicago, Ill.

HENRY PARISH, Jac, 
H. E. SARGENT, Chicago, Ill.

JAMES STOKES, 
M. S. CROSBY, Grand Rapids, Mich.

CORNELIUS VANDERIRILT, 
66 THOMAS COCHRAN, Jr., St. Paul Minn.

• - BERRY H. WEBSTER, 
CHARLES L. COLBY, Milwaukee, Wis.

• JOHN S. MACLEAN, Halifax, N. S. 
PRANK L. JOHNSTON, St. Louis, Mo.

f S. H. BLAKE, Toronto, Out. 
JOSEPH HARDIE, Selma, Ala.

RUSSELL STURGIS, JR., Boston, Mass. 
JOHN L. WHEAT, Louisville, Ky.

MERRILL E. GATES, New Brunswick, N.
J.JAMES W. HARLE. Atlanta, Ga.HENRY M. MOORE, Somerville. " 

H. B. CHAMBERLIN, Denver, Col.

• JAmis McCoHaucK, Harrisburg, Pa. 
JAMES BowRoN, Nashville, Tenn.

WM. G. WARDEN, Philadelphia, Pa.

• RICHARD C. MORSE, General Secretary.

NOTE.—The following is a summary of t
he rules of the Convention in regard to repre

-

sentation:

1. Associations entitled to representa
tion are requested to furnish the International Com

-

mittee a copy of their Constitution. 
Associations which have in previous years forward

ed

such copies need not send a duplicate u
nless a change or amendment has been made in

 ths

Article on Membership.

2. Each Association is also requested to s
end the Committee a statement of the number

of its members, showing how many are 
active and how many associate.

3. Representation is based only on the nu
mber of active members—Associations havin

g

one hundred active members, or less, are 
entitled to two (lelegates, and one additional d

e'e-

gate for each additional one hundred m
embers. No Association, however, is entitled 

to

more than ten delegates. Branch Assoc
iations, which have a membership roll distinct

 from

that of the central or main Association, a
re entitled to the same number of delegates 

as sep-

arate Associations of equal membership.

It is customary for all members of Associati
ons in attendance, and not regularly accred-

ited as delegates, to be constituted by specia
l vote Corresponding Mem hers of the Conv

en-

tion. Such members enjoy the right to th
e floor, after the organization has been complet

ed,

11 the privileges of delegates except voting 
and entertainment.

4. No Association, organized or reorgani
zed since the Portland Convention (July, 186

9),

is entitled to representation unless it has 
the teat of active membership prescribed by tha

t

Convention in the following resolution:

"Resolved, That the Associations organized
 after this date shall be entitled to representa-

tion in future Conferences of the associated
 Young Men's Christian Associations of 

North

America, on condition that they be severall
y composed of young men in communion with

evangelical churches (provided that in place
s where the Associations are formed by a 

single

denomination, members of other denomi
nations are not excluded therefrom), and active

membership and the right to hold office b
e conferred only upon young men who are

 mem-

bers in good standing in evangelical chur
ches; and we hold those churches to be evang

eli.

cal which, maintaining the Holy Scriptures
 to be the only infallible rule of faith 

and prac-

tice do believe in the Lord Jesus Christ (
the only begotten of the Father, King of kin

gs and

Lord of lords, in whom dwelleth all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily, and who w

as made

sin for us, though knowing no sin, b
earing our sins in His own body on the tree) 

as the only

name under heaven given among men whe
reby we must be saved from everlasting

 punish-

ment."


